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The 2017 ICAS Book Prize Shortlists
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Humanities 
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Gauri Bharat 
Place-making Through  
Practice: An Interdisciplinary 
Approach to Santal  
Architectural History.  
East Anglia University

 Anna Romanowicz 
The Activities of Feminist  
Non-governmental  
Organizations in Delhi.  
An Anthropological Case  
Study. Adam Mickiewicz 
University

Ian Rowen 
The Geopolitics of Tourism: 
Mobility, Territory, and  
Protest in Taiwan and China. 
Colorado University

Nadine Chan 
A Cinema Under the Palms: 
The Unruly Lives of Colonial 
Educational Films in British 
Malaya. University of  
Southern California

Lisa Hellman 
Navigating the Foreign  
Quarters: Everyday Life  
of the Swedish East India  
Company Employees  
in Canton and Macao  
1730–1830. Stockholm 
University

Bart Luttikhuis 
Negotiating Modernity: 
Europeanness in Late  
Colonial Indonesia,  
1910-1942. 
European University 

It is my pleasure to announce, on behalf of the ICAS Book Prize reading committees, the final 
shortlists for what now has become a multilingual book prize (the lists below are presented  
in alphabetical order). The shortlisted authors are all still in the race; the winners will be  
announced during the ICAS Book Prize ceremony on 20 July 2017, during the opening session  
of ICAS 10 in the Chiang Mai International Convention Centre. At the ceremony the audience  
will also receive a special ICAS Book Prize booklet, containing all shortlists, winners, reading 
committee citations and the full list of special Accolades. We would like to thank all the  
contributing authors and publishers, and look forward to seeing you in Chiang Mai. 
Paul van der Velde (General Secretary IBP)

Jie Li
Shanghai Homes.  
Palimpsests of Private Life. 
New York/Chichester: Columbia 
University Press, 2015.

David Arnold
Toxic Histories. Poison and  
Pollution in Modern India.
Cambridge: Cambridge  
University Press, 2016.

Pamela D. McElwee
Forests Are Gold. Trees, People,  
and Environmental Rule in Vietnam. 
Seattle/London: University  
of Washington Press, 2016. 

Christina Elizabeth Firpo
The Uprooted: Race, Children,  
and Imperialism in French  
Indochina, 1890-1980. 
Honolulu: University of Hawai’i  
Press, 2016.

William Peterson
Places for Happiness. Community,  
Self, and Performance in the Philippines.
Honolulu: University of Hawai’i Press, 
2016.

Seth Jacobowitz
Writing Technology in Meiji Japan.  
A Media History of Modern Japanese 
Literature and Visual Culture. 
Cambridge/London: Harvard  
University Asia Center, 2015.

Han F. Vermeulen
Before Boas. The Genesis of Ethnography 
and Ethnology in the German 
Enlightenment. Lincoln/London: 
University of Nebraska Press, 2015.

Rachel Leow
Taming Babel. Language  
in the Making of Malaysia.
Cambridge: Cambridge  
University Press, 2016.

Ellen Widmer
Fiction’s Family. Zhan Xi, Zhan Kai, and  
the Business of Women in Late-Qing China. 
Cambridge/London: Harvard University 
Asia Center, 2016.

Sarah Tiffin
Southeast Asia in Ruins. Art and  
Empire in the Early 19th Century. 
Singapore: NUS Press, 2016.
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