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China s political elites are accustomed to emphasizing
the historical foundations of the links with Africa and refer
to themselves as members of the Third World community;
China is the biggest developing country in the world and very
attached to peace and to development, [and] is pursuing a
foreign policy of independence and peace. Similarly Africa is
the continent regrouping the greatest number of developing
countries, [and] constitutes a weighty force in the realisation
of peace and development throughout the world .17
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However, China s self-identi cation as a Third World country
is motivated by the pursuit of national interests. It has
contributed to the accomplishment of fundamental national
objectives that have remained the same over the di erent
leadership periods: preserving security and national unity;
and promoting China s place and role in the world.18
Since the founding of the PRC in 1949, China has often used
its relationships with the Third World, particularly Africa, to
better its own position vis- -vis the United States or the Soviet
Union.19 For example, Mao s theory of the Three Worlds and
his opposition to American hegemony after the Cold War was
aimed at creating coalitions that would be capable of limiting
the superpower s in uence. This approach has become even
clearer since the 1990s. Scholars thus point out that the
Chinese promotion of history is signi cant. History is being
instrumentalized to resolve a foreign policy dilemma that
is generally encountered by emerging powers.20 In e ect,
far more than being a simple description of the historical
foundations of the past, the use of history also serves to
convince African leaders that despite China s emergence to
the ranks of a world power, its commitment to the interests of
developing countries will remain unwavering. This is unclear,
however, as the history of great power politics shows us.
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its quest for great power status in the international system,
China will need Africa s political and moral support .22
Thus, the Chinese leadership is looking for durable alliances
and intensi ed South-South cooperation as it wishes to
secure support within international organizations, such as
the High Commission of Human Rights in Geneva or the
World Trade Organization. This explains the importance of
African countries that have many times prevented the passing
of sanctions against China for its human rights records.
Africa is thus a power that China must keep seducing in
order to preserve Chinese interests in these institutions.
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In addition to the diplomatic symbolism of choosing Africa as
the destination for their o cial foreign visits at the beginning
of each year, Beijing also seems to try to position itself as a
moral defender of the African people. In general, Africans are
very receptive to Chinese policies, which are aimed at building
a strategic partnership that is based on equality and mutual
bene ts. However, excessive optimism must be treated with
caution. It is important to take into account all of the interests
pursued by China. Overall, though, China s aims to build a
sincere friendship, ensure mutual advantages on an equal
footing, cooperate in solidarity and work towards a shared
development,23 look very attractive to African countries, long
trapped in a subservient relationship with the Western powers.
Conclusion
After the Sino-African summit in Beijing in November
2006, Ethiopian Prime Minister Meles Zenawi, declared
that China is a source of inspiration for all of us . Like other
African leaders, he is satis ed with the promises made by the
Chinese leadership. China can indeed pride itself on a number
of economic, political and diplomatic successes in Africa;
successes, which seem to be a result of the Chinese initiatives
that were intended to charm and seduce Africa.

Diplomacy as a rallying ground
Yet another element of China s in uence in Africa is seen
in the implementation of a kind of diplomacy that African
countries, generally marginalized in the international arena,
are very sensitive towards. China promises to contribute to
the promotion of South-South cooperation with a view to
improving the position of developing countries on the international political and economic chessboard. Both partners
also ght for the democratization of international relations
and equity in the international order through the reform of
international economic and political decision-making bodies
(e.g., the WTO and the UN). China is an attentive observer
of the institutional mechanisms of the UN and seems inclined
to push for an institutional reform of the organization that
will favour the entry of certain African countries. All African
countries have rallied around a proposal, supported by
Beijing, that asks for two permanent seats with veto rights
and two additional non-permanent seats for Africa. It is
possible that China has the intention of soliciting the support
of her African allies in order to permanently prevent the entry
of its Japanese rival into the Security Council; such an entry
would diminish China s regional predominance in Asia.

It is not our aim to judge the e ectiveness of this Chinese
Model , although through China s actions, we have seen a
relative increase in the political, cultural and economic status
of the African continent. Indeed, the Chinese presence in Africa
is real and it plays a role in the way in which African countries
now evaluate their relations with their other partners.24 China
is clearing a path for other countries that are trying to nd their
own avenues and means for development and trying to position themselves on the international stage while maintaining
their independence and protecting their way of life and their
political choices in a world dominated by the West.25

Moreover, Chinese diplomacy in Africa forms but a part
of a general strategy, which features multipolarity and
non-interference as key principles. In fact, in the face of
an uncontested American hegemony that could have
slowed down China s emergence, Chinese leadership has
been promoting the idea of a multipolar world in which
all principal powers are balanced and cooperate with each
other.21 In that spirit, Wenping He highlighted that in
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The attractiveness of China surpasses material considerations,
such as aid and nancial support, and forms part of Chinese
soft power in Africa. Africans identify more readily with China,
which is seen as a benevolent mentor. This is partly due to its
nature as a developing country. It is also because China has
not put into practice the neoliberal recipes of the international
nancial institutions. In addition, it does not impose conditions
on African states and it seems more willing than other overseas
actors to contribute to the industrialization of Africa.
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