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Director’s note

Pakistan

akistan is a vulnerable nation, seen by many as a failed state. But Pakistan is also a
frontline state, portentously positioned between Afghanistan and India, and crucial
to US interests in South Asia. The country makes headlines with earthquakes, political
turbulence, the battle with fundamentalists and Al-Qaeda, ethnic violence and human
rights issues. Yet behind the headlines there is little understanding of this land and its
people. This is reflected too in the lack of scholarship and academic interest in Pakistan.
In this issue of IIAS Newsletter we hope to open the door a little on this complex and
troubled society with a series of articles which probe deeper into underlying problems
than most newspaper headlines can afford to do. I am grateful to Kristoffel Lieten for
guest editing this Pakistan special.
The international financial crisis is also felt in Asia, but in a way different from the West.
In his regular column, Kerry Brown explains that China will probably come out as a winner. No doubt the shifting financial balance will also lead to a shift in political power in
the world.
This is the last issue of the IIAS Newsletter in the present form. The next issue will be the
50th Newsletter of our institute, and time for a new and fresh look. The name will be The
Newsletter, the style will be different but it will remain recognisable as the newsletter of
the International Institute for Asian Studies, made by the same editor Anna Yeadell. Most
importantly, the main line will be continued: informative articles written by experts for a
broad readership on all aspects of Asian societies, past and present.

Max Sparreboom,
director

Singapore Indians, a brief note / Vidya Murthy
Pioneering portraits: early photography in Japan /
Tani Akiyoshi & Oliver Moore

Book Reviews
26
27
28
29
30-31
31
32

New For Review
Bookmarked / New Asia Books
How the West will cope with the ‘Asian century’ / Thomas S. Wilkins
Two journeys to the centre of the colonial project / Joost Cote
Audible lessons in self / Constantine Sandis
After Alexander / Andrew Glass
‘You don’t have to be English to play Elgar’:
the globalisation of Western music / Nicholas Tarling

33-34
35
36-37
37

Network Asia
IIAS Research
Announcements
The ‘ICAS miracle’:
Preparing for ICAS 6 in Daejeon in August 2009 / Paul van der Velde
IIAS Fellows
International Conference Agenda
Colophon

38
39
40

The International Institute for Asian Studies is a postdoctoral research centre based in Leiden and Amsterdam,
the Netherlands. Our main objective is to encourage the
interdisciplinary and comparative study of Asia and to
promote national and international cooperation in the
field. The institute focuses on the humanities and social
sciences and their interaction with other sciences.
IIAS values dynamism and versatility in its research programmes. Post-doctoral research fellows are temporarily employed by or affiliated to IIAS, either within a collaborative research programme or individually. In its aim to disseminate broad, in-depth knowledge of Asia, the institute organizes seminars,
workshops and conferences, and publishes the IIAS Newsletter with a circulation of 26,000.
IIAS runs a database for Asian Studies with information on researchers and research-related institutes worldwide. As an international mediator and a clearing-house for knowledge and information,
IIAS is active in creating international networks and launching international cooperative projects and
research programmes. In this way, the institute functions as a window on Europe for non-European
scholars and contributes to the cultural rapprochement between Asia and Europe.
IIAS also administers the secretariat of the European Alliance for Asian Studies (Asia Alliance: www.
asia-alliance.org) and the Secretariat General of the International Convention of Asia Scholars (ICAS:
www.icassecretariat.org). Updates on the activities of the Asia Alliance and ICAS are published in
this newsletter.
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