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Programmes
Catalogue of Sanskrit manuscripts
In 1929, two crates of 17th and 18th century Sanskrit manuscripts
arrived at the Kern Institute, University of Leiden. This Gonda/IIAS
project is preparing a scientific catalogue of the roughly 500 South
Indian Sanskrit manuscripts written on palm leafs in ancient Indian
scripts such as Grantha, Telugu, Malayalam, Nagari and Nandinagari.
Coordinator: Saraju Rath
s.rath@let.leidenuniv.nl

Cross-border marriages in East and Southeast Asia
The past decade has seen a rapid increase in the intra-Asia flow
of brides, particularly between Southeast and East Asia. While in
Europe intermediated marriages continue to be seen as a form of
the commodification of women, recent scholarship in intra-Asia
cross-border marriages challenges this dominant view.
Coordinator: Melody Lu
m.lu @let.leidenuniv.nl

Energy programme Central Asia
This programme on the geopolitics of energy focuses on Chinese,
Indian, Japanese and South Korean strategies to secure oil and natural gas from the Caspian region (Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, Iran, and Russia) and the Persian Gulf. The programme is institutionally supported by IIAS and the Clingendael International Energy
Programme (CIEP), Den Haag.
Coordinator: Mehdi Parvizi Amineh
m.p.amineh@uva.nl

Illegal but licit: transnational flows and permissive
polities in Asia
This research programme analyses forms of globalisation-frombelow, transnational practices considered acceptable (licit) by participants but which are often illegal in a formal sense. It explores
limitations of ‘seeing like a state’, and instead privileges the perspectives of participants in these illegal but licit transnational
flows.
Coordinator: Willem van Schendel
h.w.vanschendel@uva.nl

The development and application of new biomedical and genetic
technologies have important socio-political implications. This
NWO/ASSR/IIAS research programme aims to gain insight into
the ways in which the use of and monopoly over genetic information shape and influence population policies, environmental ethics
and biomedical and agricultural practices in various Asian religious
and secular cultures and across national boundaries.
Coordinator: Margaret Sleeboom-Faulkner
m.sleeboom-faulkner@sussex.ac.uk

A n n o u n c e m e n t

words in Tibeto-Burman languages, maintained by the Institute
of Ethnology and Anthropology (Chinese Academy of Social Sciences) with language data of the George van Driem Himalayan
Languages Project (Leiden University) to create a joint, online
database of Tibeto-Burman languages with a mirror-site in Leiden. The project’s second objective is to continue documentation
of endangered Tibeto-Burman languages in China in cooperation
with the Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology.
Coordinator: Katia Chirkova
k.chirkova@let.leidenuniv.nl

Networks
ABIA South and Southeast Asian art and archaeology
index
The Annual Bibliography of Indian Archaeology is an annotated bibliographic database for publications covering South and
Southeast Asian art and archaeology. The project was launched
by IIAS in 1997 and is currently coordinated by the Postgraduate
Institute of Archaeology of the University of Kelaniya, Colombo,
Sri Lanka. The database is freely accessible at www.abia.net.
Extracts from the database are also available as bibliographies,
published in a series by Brill. The project receives scientific support from UNESCO.
Coordinator: Ellen Raven and Gerda Theuns-de Boer
e.m.raven@let.leidenuniv.nl
www.abia.net

IIAS Fellow Symposium

Islam in Indonesia: the dissemination of religious
authority in the 20th and early 21st centuries

be critiqued by a discussant.

Forms and transformations of religious authority among the
Indonesian Muslim community are the focus of this research
programme. The term authority relates to persons and books as
well as various other forms of written and non-written references.
Special attention is paid to the production, reproduction and
dissemination of religious authority in the fields of four sub-programmes: ulama (religious scholars) and fatwas; tarekat (mystical orders); dakwah (propagation of the faith); and education.
Coordinator: Nico Kaptein
n.j.g.kaptein@let.leidenuniv.nl

Initiatives
Earth monitoring and the social sciences

Socio-genetic marginalisation in Asia

[ a d v e r t i s e m e n t ]

The space age has dramatically impacted all nations. In Asia, the
‘space-faring nations’ of India, China and Japan have successfully developed space technologies and applications. Other Asian
nations have readily adopted these applications, including satellites for telecommunications, for gathering data on the weather,
and environmental and earth resources. IIAS has initiated a series
of workshops on the topic.
Coordinator: David Soo
d.n.soo@let.leidenuniv.nl

To highlight the broad spectrum of research undertaken
at the International Institute for Asian Studies, we are
organising a symposium during which six researchers
will present their work in progress to their professional
colleagues in the Netherlands. Each presentation will

The symposium is open to all:
MA and PhD students, researchers and lecturers.

Organised by IIAS
Convenors
Dr Gerard Persoon (Chair Academic Committee IIAS)
Dr Manon Osseweijer (Coordinator of Academic Affairs IIAS)

Date and venue
29 November 2007
9.00 – 17.00 hrs
Leiden University
Spectrumzaal, Plexus Student Centre,
Kaiserstraat 25
2311 GN Leiden

Piracy and robbery on the Asian seas
Syntax of the languages of southern China
This project aims to achieve a detailed description and in-depth analysis of a limited number of syntactic phenomena in six languages,
both Sinitic and non-Sinitic, spoken in the area south of the Yangtze
River. The project will systematically compare these descriptions and
analyses to contribute to the development of the theory of language
and human language capacity.
Coordinator: Rint Sybesma
r.p.e.sybesma@let.leidenuniv.nl

Acts of piracy loom large in Asian waters, with the bulk of all officially reported incidents of maritime piracy occurring in Southeast
Asia during the 1990s. This is of serious concern to international
shipping, as the sea-lanes between East Asia, the Middle East,
and Europe pass through Southeast Asia. IIAS and the Centre
for Maritime Research at the University of Amsterdam are currently identifying issues and concerns, and are delineating core
elements of an interdisciplinary research programme on piracy
and robbery at sea in Asia.
Coordinator: John Kleinen
kleinen@uva.nl

Trans-Himalayan database development:
China and the subcontinent
The project’s main goal is to combine the database of cognate
For more information on IIAS research: www.iias.nl
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For further information
Ms. Saskia Jans,
IIAS, Nonnensteeg 1-3, Leiden,
071-527 2227;
s.jans@let.leidenuniv.nl
Programme: see www.iias.nl

